. Parameters used for the X-ray data collection Source of material: Prepared by stirring Me3SnCl and the sodium salt of 5-(2 / -carboxyphenylazo)salicylaldehyde in methanol solution for 1 h. The methanol was evaporated and the residue extracted with CHCI3. Orange plates (yield 65 %) were obtained by recrystallisation from an ethanol solution of the compound; mp 332 K-333 K. The Sn atom in the title compound is fivefold-coordinated, exisiting in a distorted trigonal bipyramidal geometry. The trigonal plane is defíned by the three methyl groups and the axial positions by symmetry related oxygen atoms; Sn-O(l) is 2.174(6) Â, Sn-0(2) / is 2.448(7) Â (symmetry operation: x, 0.5-y, -0.5+z), O-Sn-O is 171.7(3)° and the Sn atom lies 0.1246(7) Â out of the plane in the direction of the more strongly bound 0(1) atom. The structure resembles one of the major motifs found for related R3Sn(02CR') systems (see réf. 1). There is an intramolecular 0(3)-Η···0(4) contact of 1. 
